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Dear Parents,

As I walked around the school this week visiting classes, 
it was especially clear our teachers were engaging with 
the critical capacity of our students, asking students to
use their reason in very powerful ways. For example, 
Stephen De Sal had the seventh graders doing a socratic 
seminar, a student-led discussion methodology which 
requires students to not only formulate good questions, 
but thoughtful responses. 

In Mrs. Bingham’s third grade class, students were 
grappling with the topics of truth and honesty as she 
asked them powerful “why” questions: “Why is truth 
honorable?” and “What do you do when it is difficult to 
tell someone the truth?” Mrs. Wagner’s and Mrs. Flesher’s 
students held a live webinar with geologist Dr. James 
Hagadorn of the Museum of Nature and Science, and 
during the webinar our the fourth graders shared their 
curiosities with an expert (for example, “Are geodes found 
at the same level of depth?”). These are just a few ways in 
which our teachers are giving space for student reasoning - 
one of the pillars of our school’s name!

This week we also had a beautiful Open House for 
prospective families. If you know someone who missed 
the evening, please reach out to Katie Mikesell. Welcome 
to our newest student, seventh grader and Luca 
Inchingolo-Manz and his parents Rex and Judy - happy 
to have you with us at Nativity.

Finally, next Tuesday you will receive a Culture and 
Climate Survey from Nativity, checking the pulse as we 
enter into the spring. I hope you will participate with 
gusto in sharing your input - thank you for taking the 
time!

Enjoy Monday with your children!

Live Jesus in our Hearts,

Holly Peterson

NOTES FROM DR. PETERSON

TOUR INFO
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STUDENT ART SHOWS

SUPPORT OUR 
KNIGHT ARTISTS
Many Nativity students have been selected to show their 
artwork in the Catholic Student Art Show and the 
Broomfield Student Art Show this year!

Please note dates and times for artist and public viewing 
at these events. Hopefully you will be able to
come see our wonderful student art!

Catholic Student Art Show | April 26-29

In the Gymnasium/Francis Syrianey Family Life Center,
St. Pius X, 13680 E 14th Place, Aurora, CO 80011.

The Catholic Student Art Show gallery will be open to the 
public on Saturday, April 27 and Sunday April 28, from 
10:00am-4:00pm. A reception for participating students 
and their parents is on Friday, April 26, 6:00-8:30pm at 
St. Pius X (Participating students will receive a separate 
invitation to the reception in your child’s Friday Folder).

The Broomfield Student Art Show | March 8-9

In the Lakeshore Room of the Broomfield Community 
Center, 280 Spader Way, Broomfield, CO 80020.

The Broomfield Student Art Show gallery will be open to 
the public on Saturday, March 9, from 9:00am-3:00pm.
A reception for participating students and their parents is 
on Friday, March 8, from 6:00-8:00pm. (Participating 
students will receive a separate invitation to the reception 
in your child’s Friday Folder.)



2019-20 Academic Year

Registration and re-registration are open! All paperwork 
for registration is on the school’s website, at the bottom 
of each page or at: 

school.nool.us/enroll. 

If you have questions 
about registration or 
TADS, or fees? Please 
contact our registrar, 
Shannon Spinuzzi, at 
s.spinuzzi@nool.us.

Registration for the
2019-2020 academic
year is now available
online. Please find the
link below to register:

school.nool.us/enroll

SCHOOL REGISTRATION

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Middle School Science Fair

Our middle school science fair will be held on April 15-16 
in Ryan Hall. This year’s fair will be for our middle 
schoolers, and students will choose to work with a 
partner or on their own. As in the past, students will do a 
“poster session” on the evening of the April 15 and present 
to the entire school on April 16. Students will pick the 
topic of their choice. 

One of the seventh grade classes has already decided to 
work on projects related to Down Syndrome and chromo-
somal abnormalities. Look for more information in 
upcoming editions of the Knight Times and from our 
Science Teachers, Mrs. Brandenburg and Sr. Eleonora.

SCIENCE FAIR

Fidelis Foundation Scholarship

The Fidelis Foundation is providing a scholarship to 
students who are continuing their Catholic education in 
high school. This $2,000 scholarship has a deadline of
March 25. All eighth graders at Nativity will be complet-
ing the essay for the application in their religion class, as 
the topic is Jeremiah 29:11 and how it applies to their 
future. 

Interested applicants must submit the application, most 
recent tax return, student essay (to be written at school), 
a wallet-sized photo, official transcripts for grades 7-8, 
and one letter of recommendation from their pastor,
community leader, teacher, or principal.

For more information about this scholarship, please 
reach out to Shannon in the office at s.spinuzzi@nool.us.

EIGHTH GRADE SCHOLARSHIP

Middle school language 
arts teacher Maria Berger 
is celebrating her tenth 
year teaching at Nativity, 
but her family’s long been 
involved with the Nativity 
community. Her parents 
we founding members of 
the parish. 

“There wasn’t a Catholic 
Church in Broomfield 
when my parents moved 
here in the mid-1950s. They helped to build the church. I 
feel like my family’s history with Nativity kind of came 
full circle when I started teaching here. It has such a 
special place in my heart.”

Ms. Berger has 35 years of experience in education. She 
says that her favorite part of teaching is helping her 
students recognize the reasonable, logical way that 
grammar fits together. She also understands the import-
ance of her role as a mentor to middle school students. 

“This is such a formative time in these student’s lives. I 
take the responsibility to educate them seriously.”

Each day is an adventure in our middle school and Ms. 
Berger unwinds by indulging in her guilty pleasure – 
watching reruns of the Andy Griffith Show or the 
Hallmark Channel.

Favorite book: To Kill A Mockingbird
Bucket list destination: Rome

MARIA BERGER



THIS WEEK AT NATIVITY

Just a reminder that school is closed the following days:

Monday, February 18 | Happy Presidents Day!
Friday, February 22 | Professional Development Day
Friday, March 8 | Archdiocesan-wide In-service

NO SCHOOL DAYS

Wondering when the Coat Drive will be? The Student 
Council has designated March for the Coat Drive Service 
Project, so hold on to those children’s and adult coats. 
The time to donate is near!

COAT DRIVE

Servants of Love is at it again: making cookies with the 
first grade classes was their latest act of kindness! The 
frosting, sprinkles, and fresh-baked cookies shared with 
the buddies/teachers made Wednesday a LOVEly day!

SERVANTS OF LOVE

The Broomfield Days Parade committee is looking for a 
flatbed trailer for the Nativity float. The dates needed are 
September 13-15. If you can help, please contact Silvia 
Rutter or Melissa Logan via FastDirect.

BROOMFIELD DAYS

Our fifth graders will be attending the Archdiocesan fifth 
grade liturgy with Archbishop Aquila on Thursday, February 
28 at 9:00am, at the Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception. Students need to wear their Mass uniform on
their special day. Thanks to all of our parent drivers who will 
be accompanying us on that day.

FIFTH GRADE

Have you heard? Our middle school is putting on a play!
It’s a Wonderful Neverland is a parody that combines two
classics, It’s a Wonderful Life and the characters of Peter
Pan. In this story, Peter wonders what role he plays in
Neverland. Would life be the same without him?

Any sixth, seventh, or eighth grade students who are
interested in participating are encouraged to sign up on
the sheets across from the Spanish office. Auditions will
be held March 11, 19, and 20. See Jenna Murraw for details.

SCHOOL PLAY

ATHLETICS

Upcoming Events

Lots happening in the sports world for the remainder of 
the school year, so please mark your calendars:

February 26 and March 11 | Play Like a Champion 
Training (PLCT) Coaches Classes. Parent training dates 
and times are available on the CSAL website.

February 11 - March 1 | Futsal Tournament

February 2 | Baseball begins on Milliman Field
(weather permitting)

March 11 - April 25 | Volleyball season

March 11 | Spring sports and futsal pictures beginning 
at 5:00pm in the gym.

March 4-5 | Volleyball assessments

March 18 - May 2 | Baseball regular season

April 29 - April 18 | Volleyball tournament

May 7 - May 19 | Baseball tournament

May 6 | Varsity Athletic Banquet



NUGGETS BASKETBALL

Catholic Families Night

Catholic Schools Night with the Denver Nuggets is 
February 24. Here’s four reasons you should attend this 
Nuggets game: 

• They’re really good this year!

• It’s not a night game, but Sunday at 3:00pm! 
(A Nuggets hot dog included)

• A chunk of the proceeds go to the St. Sebastian 
Foundation, which buys sports equipment for our needy 
ArchDenver Catholic schools.

• You can get a ticket for $18.

Purchase your tickets through Kroenke Sports by visiting:

Nuggets.KSETickets.com/1819cfn

NATIVITY GALA 2019

Get Your Tickets Now

As you know by now, it’s almost Gala time! Don’t forget 
to get your tickets for the Nativity School Fund Gala, 
Saturday, March 2 from 5:30-11:30pm at the Marriott 
Westminster. This is our most important fundraiser of 
the year, providing everything from our security system 
to books to scholarships. This year at the gala you’ll see a 
new video featuring your kids! You won’t want to miss it.

Tickets and Gala sponsorships are available for purchase 
at nool.ejoinme.org/gala2019. Online bidding begins 
next Saturday, February 23! See the add on the back page 
of the Knight Times for more information, or contact 
Ilene DuBey at i.dubey@nool.us.

CONFIRMATION

Restored Order Class

If your child is receiving the holy sacrament of Confirm-
ation this spring at Nativity Parish, there is a mandatory 
Restored Order/Confirmation class on Monday, March 4 
from 6:00-7:00pm.

LENT/ASH WEDNESDAY

Mass Information

The Wednesday following the Mardi Gras Gala begin 
the holy season of Lent. Ash Wednesday mass will be 
Wednesday, March 6 at 8:30am. 

(Note, this is 15 minutes later than our usual school 
mass, as this is the parish mass, which typically is very 
well attended)

P/T CONFERENCES

Parent/Teacher Conferences

March 14, 5:00-8:00pm, and 15, 8:00am-12:00pm, are 
our mid-term Parent/Teacher Conferences. There is no 
school on March 15, and teachers will be sending out a 
Sign-Up Genius for you to make appointments. Again,
students will have a full school day on March 14 and no 
school on March 15.

TEACHER IN-SERVICE

More Than You Realize

On March 8, our teachers will join those of all of the 
Archdiocese of Denver as we spend the day together 
learning, praying and celerating Catholic Schools. This 
year’s inservice, entitled More Than You Realize, seeks to 
help us understand the root beliefs of Catholic schooling, 
nation-wide and locally.

FREE-THROW CHAMPIONSHIP

Knights of Columbus Annual Competition

The Knights are reaching out to the Knights! Saturday, 
March 2 at 1:00pm in the Nativity Gym, there will be a 
free-throw contest for boys and girls, ages 9 – 14. No 
need to register early, just show up at 12:30 in the gym. 

Have questions? Contact Paul Fabian at 720-323-8456 
or at paul@ctd-materials.com



The official calendar can be found at school.nool.us.

FEBRUARY

18 President’s Day • No School

19 Seventh Grade Speech • 3:30pm

20 Academic Decathlon • 3:30pm

 Math Counts • 3:30pm

22 Professional Development • No School

23 Seventh Grade Speech Meet • 7:30am

 Gala Silent Auction Opens

25 Sonshine Disciples • 8:00am

 Chess Club • 3:15pm

 Art Club • 3:15pm

 Academic Decathlon • 3:30pm

26 Seventh Grade Speech • 3:30pm

27 Academic Decathlon • 3:30pm

 Math Counts • 3:30pm

28 Fifth Grade Liturgy • 8:00am

MARCH

2 Academic Decathlon • 7:30am

 NSF Gala: Mardi Gras Masquerade Knight • 5:30pm

4 Sonshine Disciples • 8:00am

 Chess Club • 3:15pm

 Art Club • 3:15pm

 Restored Order/Confirmation Class • 6:00pm

5 Seventh Grade Speech • 3:30pm

6 Ash Wednesday Liturgy • 3:30pm

 Ash Wednesday • 12:00pm

 Math Counts • 3:30pm

8 Professional Development • No School

UPCOMING EVENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICE OF STUDENT NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY   

Nativity: Faith & Reason, under the jurisdiction of Archbishop Samuel J. 
Aquila, S.T.L. and at the direction of the Superintendent, state that all of 
their Catholic schools admit students of any race, color, national or ethnic 
origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded or made available to students at the school. 

Furthermore, Archdiocesan schools admit disabled students in accord with
the policy on Admissions in the Archdiocese of Denver Catholic Schools 
Administrator's Manual. These schools do not discriminate on the basis of 
race, age, disability, color, and national or ethic origin in the administration 
of their educational policies, employment practices, scholarship and loan 
programs,  athletic or other school-administered programs.

RED / BLUE DAYS

Tuesday, February 19:   Blue Day

Wednesday, February 20:  Red Day

Thursday, February 21:  Blue Day

Monday, February 25:   Red Day

Tuesday, February 26:   Blue Day

VIRTUE OF THE  MONTH

As you know, Nativity students and faculty are focusing 
on a Catholic virtue every month. Thus far we have look-
ed at and celebrated the virtues of responsibility, respect, 
and fidelity. Throughout the month of January we will be 
focusing on the virtue of humility. 

Religious humility recognizes one’s total dependence on 
God for all things, and accepting our abilities and chall-
enges. Humility is opposed to pride and self-affirmation, 
and accepts the gifts from God as given for our happiness.

St. Therese, who died at age 24 from the painful disease 
of tuberculosis, is a stellar example of humility. She 
realized at a young age that she was not going to do great 
things due to her acceptance of her limits as well as her 
gifts of grace. One of her noted quotes is, “Holiness 
consists simply in doing God’s will, and being just what 
God wants us to be.”

DILIGENCE

American Heritage Girls 
Mother/Daughter Tea

On Saturday, February 23, from 2:00-4:00pm, AHG 
Pioneers and Patriots will be hosting a tea for daughters 
and their mothers in Ryan Hall. All guests are asked to
bring their own tea cup and saucer for this special 
occasion. 

Registration is $10 for children under 10, and $15 for 11 
and over. The last day to reserve your spot is February 19.
Register at bit.ly/2HFZdDq.




