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Hi Alumni, Families, and Friends, 
Hope that this newsletter finds all of you well.   
We are all ready for Spring Break, and that signals the last 
few months of the school year. 
I will give you a little recap of what’s been happening and 
what will be happening in the months ahead.  We celebrated 
Catholic Schools Week as we do each year by honoring our 
teachers/administrators who are celebrating years of service 
in the Archdiocese of Denver.  The faculty joined together in 
creating a huge “elements” chart showing all of the items 
that make up a wonderful Catholic school.  Our teachers 
were honored at a special luncheon, and included in this 
newsletter are the biographies of our teachers celebrating 
anniversaries in the Archdiocese of Denver.   
 Our extra-curricular activities are in full swing.  The 
7th & 8th grade speech teams perform quite well and always 
come home with ribbons galore.  One of our 5th graders won 
1st place in the Intermediate Spelling Bee and went on to 
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take 2nd place in the Advanced Bee.  Our Academic 
Decathlon teams comprised of 7th & 8th graders will go 
head-to-head with other archdiocesan teams in the very 
near future.  We have come in 2nd place the last two years, 
and they want a 1st place trophy.  Our sports teams are 
gearing up for the spring sports of volleyball for the girls 
and baseball for the boys.  Of course, we have our in-
house extra-curriculars including chess, band, Rosary 
Club, Art Club, just to name a few.   
 Our Iowa Assessments are completed, and soon our 5th 
& 8th graders take the ACRE which is a religious test taken 
by students throughout the archdiocese.   

 Our Musical Revue is a spectacular show put on by 
the 7th & 8th graders in the spring.  The students sing and 
dance to the songs of the 70’s and 80’s.  It’s great fun to be 
entertained by our talented students.  Speaking of talented, 
our 3rd and final talent show is coming up soon.  We divide 
the shows by grade levels (K-2, 3-5, & 6-8), and the variety 
of acts is truly amazing.  You never know what you might 
see.  Our 1st graders are still putting on their plays each 
spring.  Many of you remember Mary Kircher as the teacher 
that began this tradition, and I am sure that she is watching 
with a smile from above each year when we listen to the 
singing and acting of our young students.   
 Another of Miss Kircher’s happenings is our Mother’s 
Day tribute in May.  Students invite their moms to Mass and 
then to a reception.   
 Our 2nd graders will soon be receiving the sacrament 
of Reconciliation and then about 6 weeks later, we will have 
a Saturday morning Mass celebrating the reception of their 
First Holy Communions.  It is a most memorable time for 
those students.   
 The month of May is hectic and filled with so many 
activities and events that I can’t even list them all.  As you 
can tell, Nativity School is thriving, the kids are happy and 
learn each and every day, and our parent community is 
active and supportive of our mission.   
 Just as in the last newsletter, I invite any and all of you 
to drop by and say hello.  Take a look at our website and be 
our friend on Facebook.  You have all, in your own way, 
made Nativity the best school ever.  We are blessed beyond 
belief!  As always, I ask that you keep us in your prayers. 
Take care, 
Kathy Shadel 
Principal      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Did you know that 17 alumni enrolled 
their children at Nativity this year, and 
the numbers keep growing? We 
always enjoy seeing our former 
students when they stop by for a visit. 
In fact, Tony Pass (class of ’86) 
surprised us with a quick visit after a 
ski trip with fellow classmates. He 
was on his way to the airport, 
returning home to Austin, Texas. Mrs. 
O’Connell and Mrs. Shadel enjoyed 
g i v i n g h i m a q u i c k t o u r a n d 
reminiscing.
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Teachers with anniversaries this 
year: 

Mrs. Angelica A. 
Reyes - 5 Years
I was born and raised in 
Manila, Philippines.  I 
obtained a BS in 
Management of Financial 
Institutions degree as well as 
certificate in education from 
De La Salle University.  I 
have been teaching for four years prior to coming to 
Colorado and have previously taught Algebra, 
Statistics, Basic Accounting, and Partnership and 
Corporation in the high school level.  My first 
teaching job in Colorado was in St. Therese School 
in Aurora for three years.  When I saw an opening 
in Nativity of our Lord School, I grabbed the 
opportunity to apply for the position as it was closer 
to home.  This is my second year in Nativity 
making it my fifth with the Archdiocese of Denver.  
I love teaching and learning from the students.  I 
have been married to my wonderful husband, Paolo 
for six years and together we have a two and a half 
year old daughter, Sienna, and another one coming 
in the summer.  I just like staying at home with my 
family especially when it is cold or being outside 
when it is warm.  I really like the sun and miss the 
warm weather back home in the Philippines 
especially during the fall and winter seasons. 

Mrs. Terry Rowan - 5 
Years
Hi!  I’m Terry Rowan.  I was 
born in Vermont, the second 
of six children.  As a child I 
moved around quite a bit; 
my father was in the Air 
Force.  I lived in Germany 
from fifth through eighth 
grade.  I went to high school 
and college in Massachusetts, graduating from 
Bridgewater State College with a degree in 
Elementary Education. 
I worked in marketing for AT&T for eight years, 
transferring to Colorado when my husband 
accepted a position here.  I have lived in 
Broomfield for over thirty years.  I am married with 
two daughters and a bichon fries.  My daughters 
attended Nativity and have since moved on to high 
school, college, and are now adults.   I have 
remained here for over twenty years as a parent, a 
PTO officer, an aide, a substitute teacher, and 
finally, a kindergarten teacher for the past five 
years.  
What I love most about Nativity is our sense of 
community.  While the public schools in the area 
are very good, they lack the one thing that makes 
Nativity so special…the ability to practice our 
Catholic faith at school. 

Mrs. Jen Wagner - 10 
Years
Catholic schools have always 
been a part of my life.  
Growing up in Arvada and 
Broomfield, I attended Shrine 
of St. Anne Grade School and 
Holy Family High School, 
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finally ending my education at Regis University in 
Denver.  Being the oldest of three kids, I tended to 
want to teach and mother (or as my brothers would 
say “be the boss”).  So, when I heard there was a 
teacher’s aide position available at Nativity during 
my freshman year of college, I decide to see if 
teaching would be a good fit.  After all, Nativity felt 
like a second home because I had coached middle 
school volleyball here since the age of 16.  After 
my four years of college and aiding here at Nativity, 
a third grade teaching position became available, I 
interviewed, and the rest is history. 
I love teaching at Nativity because I can share my 
faith and love for the Lord with my students!  I also 
love the family environment.  I have created so 
many deep friendships with many people at 
Nativity.  
One of those friendships led to meeting my best 
friend, my husband.  Jamie and I have been married 
for almost 7 years, and we have two beautiful 
children, Ellie, 5 and Jacob, 3.  We love spending 
time as a family; reading, watching movies, and 
playing games!  Our first big adventure will happen 
this summer as we travel to Disneyland!   
I want to thank everyone here at Nativity for 
making my first ten years so memorable! 

Mr. Paul TeBockhorst - 
10 Years
I went to Christ the King grade 
school in Denver. I went to 
high school at Regis High 
School, and then I attended 
college at Western State 
College where I majored in 
Nordic skiing (much to the chagrin of my parents). 
I dropped out and worked for a year to get enough 
money to finish college. Since then I have earned 
two masters degrees from the University of 
Colorado.  
I taught 32 years in Adams County District 50. For 
the last 10 years I have taught at Nativity. When I 
retired from Adams 50, I put my application in at 
several local Catholic schools. Nativity was the first 
to contact me. At first I declined the job because I 
thought I should teach in a lower economic school. 
However, they called me back and convinced me 
that Nativity would be a good fit. It has been 
marvelous.  
I have been married to Claire Marie for 35 years. 
We have three children ages 28 to 33. All are doing 
well in their marriages and their occupations. We 
have two grandchildren and one more due in 
March. My wife and I make sure we do something 
with them at least once a week. Every two years we 
continue to have total family vacations. This year 
we went to the Florida Keys and went scuba diving 
and fishing.  
I used to enjoy working and fixing up property. I 

have five rentals, and 3 of the rentals have renters 
who have been with me for over 25 years. Now I let 
other people do the work. I also used to program to 
supplement my teaching salary. I made enough to 
pay for my kid’s college. Now I am really grateful 
not to have to work two jobs.  
Because of bad knees, I gave up running and racket 
ball at the age of 59 and took up bicycling and 
swimming. Last year I biked over 4,700 miles and 
over 300,000 feet of climbing. I entered my first 
race from Idaho Springs to the summit of Mt. 
Evans. I placed 59th out of 326 riders but had only 
one rider older than me beat me to the top. He only 
beat me by one minute; I am going to beat him this 
year. 

Mrs. Marla Hart - 10 
Years
I am a Colorado native and I 
grew up in Arvada. I attended 
Jefferson County Public 
Schools and graduated from 
Metropolitan State College. 
After college I was hired at my 
home parish, St. Catherine of 
Siena, as the Director of Religious Education. I 
worked there for nine years and then was hired at 
St. Bernadette Catholic School. There I taught 
Middle School Religion and Social Studies for 
seven years. I have been blessed with two beautiful 
children, Matthew age sixteen, and Joshua age 
fifteen.  When my oldest son decided to attend Holy 
Family High School, we moved to Westminster and 
enrolled my son Joshua at Nativity. Through the 
grace of God, a position at Nativity opened in the 
third grade. I was fortunate to be hired and have 
worked here for the past three years. I feel so 
blessed to be a part of the Nativity community. It is 
a pleasure to work with the well-accomplished 
administration, the competent staff and faculty, 
along with the great families who make up our 
parish and school.  

Mrs. Lorraine Green - 15 
Years
I grew up outside Chicago in a 
suburb called Northbrook. I 
attended public school 
graduating from Glenbrook 
North High School in 1970. I 
went on to study Physical 
Education at the University of 
Wisconsin at LaCrosse. I added a music major and 
graduated in 1974 with a BS. My first job was 
teaching and coaching at a boarding school, Lake 
Forest Academy. It was a unique, fun experience 
living and teaching at school. Music, however, 
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continued to draw me in so I went on scholarship to 
Northwestern University and received a Masters of 
Music in 1978  
The Colorado mountains beckoned me, and I 
moved here in 1982. I met my husband Woody and 
taught in the public schools in Longmont. It was 
while on sabbatical that I received the invitation to 
work part time at Nativity School from the 
principal, Winnie Aiton.  
I have loved my time at Nativity, being in a faith-
based setting has been such a joy to me after being 
in the public school domain for so long. One of my 
highlights here has been starting a Cross Country 
team with my husband Woody.  
I am an active musician in the church as well as 
weddings, funerals, concerts, and the occasional 
coffee house gig. I also compete at a high level in 
triathlon, having qualified to make the US team and 
representing our country in the ITU World 
competition in Edmonton, Canada. I'm thrilled to 
know that I will again represent our country in 
Chicago at the 2015 ITU Worlds. I do enjoy reading 
a great deal and enjoy a book, cup of coffee and a 
dog on my lap. 

Mrs. Tammi Albrecht - 
15 Years
My name is Mrs. Tammi 
Albrecht, and I have been 
teaching at Nativity of Our Lord 
School for fifteen years. Prior to 
teaching at Nativity, I spent two 
years teaching in Bismarck 
Public Schools, with most of my 
time spent at Century High School. I was born and 
raised in central North Dakota, and I graduated 
from the University of Mary in Bismarck, ND, with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Social and Behavioral 
Sciences and a minor in English.  
When my husband’s company transferred him to 
Colorado in August of 2000, our family moved 
from Grand Forks, ND, to Westminster, CO. It was 
a big change in climate and culture! However, 
Colorado and Nativity have both felt like home to 
our family in the past fifteen years. One of my 
favorite aspects about teaching at Nativity is being 
able to share my faith with my students, colleagues, 
and the entire Nativity community. I also love to 
teach literature and writing. In fact, even when I am 
not teaching, one can find me reading and writing 
in my spare time.  
When I am not teaching, reading, or writing, I enjoy 
spending time with my family. My husband Josh 
and I have four children: Haylee, our nineteen-year-
old sophomore at the University of Jamestown in 
North Dakota; J.J., who is thirteen and an eighth 
grader at Nativity; Kylee, our seven-year-old first 
grader at Nativity; and baby Finlee, who will be one 
in March.  

Mrs. Paige Barr - 20 
Years
I was born in Colorado, but I 
moved to Indiana when I was 
3 months old. That began a 
childhood of moving about 
every two to three years. I 
lived in Indiana three times, 
New Mexico once, Singapore 
once, and Colorado three times. My last move, 
when I was 13, landed me in Broomfield, and I 
have not left the area since. I graduated from 
Broomfield High School, and attended the 
University of Northern Colorado where I earned my 
degree in Social Science with an emphasis on 
elementary education. The first school I applied for 
a job at was Nativity, but I (thankfully) did not get 
the available position as a middle school language 
arts teacher. The next opening was for third grade, 
and the principal remembered me from before and 
called to see if I was interested. I accepted the job, 
and I have been living happily in my third grade 
classroom ever since. I wanted to teach in a 
Catholic School, mostly because I love my faith 
and sharing it with others, but I wanted Nativity 
specifically because I remember that in high school 
I noticed that all the students that "understood" how 
to "do school"....how to study, how to write, how to 
do long term projects....had all come from Nativity. 
I knew it was a school designed to prepare students 
for their futures. I have been married to my husband 
Derek for 22 years. When we married, he was a 
police officer for Broomfield, eventually promoted 
to Sergeant. About 7 years ago he joined the 
Catholic Church and was so moved by the life 
change, he retired from police work, earned his 
Master's degree in Biblical Theology and Sacred 
Scripture, and now teaches for the Denver Catholic 
Biblical School. We have 5 children, Hailey (21), 
Mary Regan (18), Matthew (12), Lydia (5), and 
Julia (3). The two oldest graduated from Nativity, 
the middle two currently attend, and the youngest 
will be here in two years. I am proud to be a part of 
the Nativity family. 
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Mrs. Johanna O’Connell 
- 40 Years
It almost seems that I have spent 
my entire life either attending or 
working in Catholic schools. I 
was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma to 
Henry and Rosamond Sievers. 
They were very active in our 
local parish, and my 3 brothers, 
2 sisters and I attended Catholic 
schools for part, if not all of our education, 1st grade 
through high school years. I then also attended 
Catholic college, Loretto Heights here in Denver, 
earning my bachelor’s degrees in psychology and 
elementary education. Two of my brothers also 
became educators, one in special education in 
Minnesota and the other a chemistry professor here 
at CU. After my graduation, 40 years ago, I began 
teaching 3rd grade at All Saints School in Denver 
and remained there until its closing in 1979. When I 
arrived at Nativity in September, 1979, teaching 1st 
grade, little did I know that it would remain my 
second home for so many years. During the 
following 36 years, I would leave 1st grade and 
move to 6th, 7th, and 8th grade teaching science and 
math, then on to establish Nativity’s first computer 
lab and change to teaching computer skills to all 
students, and finally moving into the Assistant 

Principal position for the past 8 years. During my 
time at Nativity, I married Ray O’Connell, a Denver 
police officer/sergeant and acquired a wonderful 
family. He passed away in December, 2008. I am 
blessed to have 2 daughters, Candy and Trish, and 6 
grandchildren ranging in age from 23 to 6 years old. 
It is an extra blessing to see Trish, Anja, Malachi, 
Auggie, and Mary at Nativity every day. 
In my spare time I enjoy gardening, and spending 
time with my family. I also teach adult pottery 
classes for the City of Westminster Rec Program 
and continue to create my own pottery as often as I 
can. I participate with several pottery groups for 
wood firing and developing special workshops. 
During the second quarter of the school year I also 
co-teach a pottery class for our own 7th and 8th 
graders at Nativity. 
Nativity has been such an important part of my life. 
It continues to be a special community of co-
workers, parents, and especially students for which 
I care deeply. Over these many years, I have been 
privileged to work for and with some amazing 
people, many whom I consider to be my closest and 
dearest friends. Forty years and yet sometimes it 
feels like only yesterday that I walked into that 3rd 
grade classroom and then the 1st grade classroom at 
Nativity and looked into those bright, smiling, 
hopeful faces (some of which are now returning as 
parents). I am truly blessed. 

The 2015 Nativity School Fund Gala Prom 
Knight…then & now 
was a resounding success…netting $165,000 for the schools current needs!!!

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously of their time, talents & treasures….we are so 
blessed at Nativity to have such a generous community!!!

This years Gala was at the new Westminster Marriott Hotel, and everyone was very happy with 
the new venue and the dinner was delicious.

This year’s silent auction had a new twist with mobile bidding, and that added to the fun of the 
evening.

The highlight of the evening was the crowning of our first ever Nativity Prom King & 
Queen….Congratulations to Jennifer Wagner & Kirk Crookham!!!

Thank you to DJ RIPM for keeping the dance floor packed all night long….it was hard to see the 
prom come to an end, but as usual our Gala guests kept the party going in the hotel bar until the 
wee hours of the morning.

Hope to see many of you at the 2016 Gala!!

God Bless! 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 The Giltner Family
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Where Are They Now

The Giltners miss Nativity School! It was such a huge part of our family's life for 20 
years! Our 4 daughters graduated from Nativity. My husband coached basketball for 
each of our girls 5th - 8th grade. I loved the Nativity School community, and we are 
forever grateful for the wonderful Catholic education our daughters received as well as 
life long friendships.

Our oldest daughter Jessica is 25. After graduating from Holy Family High School, she 
went on to the University of Kansas and graduated with a degree in finance. Jessica 
married her college sweetheart this past October and is enjoying married life!

Stephanie is currently a junior in the business school at the University of Colorado at 
Boulder. She also attended Holy Family. This semester she is studying in Florence, 
Italy. This past year she also spent time in China with the CU business school and 
went on a mission trip to New York with her parish in Boulder.  

Our twin daughters, Paige and Julia, are freshmen at Holy Family. They love school 
and enjoy playing basketball, volleyball, tennis, and track. They recently received their 
drivers’ permits....yikes!

We hold very fond memories of our time spent at Nativity. We attend Nativity of Our 
Lord Church, so luckily we are still part of the wonderful Nativity community!
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THANK YOU STAR SPONSORS!

Jeffrey D. Luce

Dr. Samuel G. Novak
Dr. Lee W. Gerry

FAMILY DENTISTRY


